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Why Does It Take

So Long??



Accountability

Justice



Writing the last chapter…

In Florida……2019, 3,347 were killed in traffic crashes.

In Florida……2018, 656 individuals were murdered.  

Investigators can not lose sight of the fact that these cases involve 

mothers, fathers, sons, and daughters and their families deserve answers.  



The Ladder of

Inference



EVIDENCE

FUNNEL

INSPECT COLLECT ANALYSIS



THE 

FIVE 

P’S

People

Purpose

Plan

Progress

Presumptions



ON-SCENE

DISTRACTIONS

• Organizational 

• Unorganized

• Personal

Internal

• Weather

• Next of Kin

• Secondary Crashes

External



STAGES OF INVESTIGATION

Think Criminal

Rule Out Impairment 

Avoid Tunnel Vision

Stay Organized



INVESTIGATIVE STRATEGY

1

Interviews

2

Background

3

Science

4

Legal

5

Charges



The differences between Interviews and 

Interrogations.

Who What
Where

Why
How

When

INTERVIEWS



Background Investigations

• Why Initiate Background Investigations?

• Is it worth the time and effort?

• Yes, pre-crash information that is relative to the causation 

of the crash and or death and to retrace the pre-crash 

path of travel for the vehicle.



Science

➢ A study of the physical universe  includes the analysis of forces and the 

affects of the forces on the movement of objects.

➢ Force:  A force is an action on an object that tends to change an 

objects state of motion.

➢ The study of forces enables crash investigators to predict how forces 

affect the motion of vehicles.

➢ Forces are instrumental in the dynamics of vehicles.



Proper Documentation of the Evidence

Scanning 3D Devices

Photography

Sketches

Measurements
Notes



Proper Preservation of the Evidence

Proper Collection

Evidence Preservation / Protecting 

Evidence from the Elements

Chain of Custody 

Expert Testimony



Types of Forensic Evidence Commonly Collected 

Glass Analysis

Vehicle Computers

Digital Evidence

Paint Transfer

Biology (Blood, Hairs)

Fracture Matches



Types of Forensic Evidence Commonly Collected 

Blood Toxicology

Clothing Pattern Transfer

Discovered Items

Latent Prints

Drug Testing

Fiber Collection



Legal

➢ Search and Seizure

➢ EDR/Black Box

➢ Drones

➢ Impairment vs. Under the Influence 

➢ Missouri v. McNeely 

➢ Mitchell v. Wisconsin 



Charges

Defendant drove (or was in APC) of a vehicle.

While driving (or in APC), Defendant:

Was under the influence of alcohol, a chemical, or  controlled 

substance to the extent their normal  faculties were impaired.

Had a BAC of .08 or more.

As a result of operating the vehicle, Defendant  caused or 

contributed to the cause of death of  the Victim (or unborn 

quick child).

DUI Manslaughter – 316.193(3)(c)(3)

Vehicular Homicide – 782.071

Victim is dead / unborn child is dead by injury to mother/ an unborn child is dead.

The death was caused by the operation of a motor  vehicle by defendant.  The defendant 

operated the motor vehicle in a reckless  manner likely to cause the death of or great bodily 

harm to another person.

Note, this is essentially Reckless Driving with the additional  element of a death. Also, no 

“intent” to harm the victim is required.  The offense requires proof of a “willful or wanton 

disregard  for the safety of persons or property.”



Case Examples

From the Vault…



CASE EXAMPLES

• THREE CASES

• FIRST IMPRESSIONS

• COMPLEXITY

• VENUES

• TYPES OF VEHICLES

INVOLVED

• SIMILAR OUTCOMES



CASE 1:

RESIDENTIAL NEIGHBORHOOD

PASSENGER VEHICLE VS. DIRT BIKE

ONE ON-SCENE FATALITY

VIEW FROM HOME OWNERS SURVEILLANCE 

SYSTEM







CASE 2:

FOUR-LANE DIVIDED HIGHWAY

TRACTOR TRAILER VS. PASSENGER VEHICLE

ONE ON-SCENE FATALITY

VIEW FROM HOMEOWNER ASSOCIATION 

SURVEILLANCE SYSTEM





CASE 3:

LIMITED ACCESS INTERSTATE HIGHWAY

TRACTOR TRAILER VS. TWO PASSENGER 

VEHICLES

ONE ON-SCENE FATALITY

VIEW FROM ADJACENT BUSINESS 

SURVEILLANCE SYSTEM







CASE: 1 

Convicted – 9+ years.



CASE: 2 

Convicted – 3 years.



CASE: 3 

Plea Deal – 6 1/2 years.



Closing Remarks

johnschultz@flhsmv.gov



Questions??


